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Welcome to EcoA Tips #9, blossoms of knowledge to communicate for

stronger environmental action. What you’ll find below:

Three communications tips:

– Tip 1: Degrowth

– Tip 2: Fairness

– Tip 3: Costs

*Tips 1 and 3 are accompanied by mock social posts – something

you've liked in recent issues. Still useful?

Other research

– Lack of diversity in nature imagery

– Trust issues

– Growing appetite to meet climate commitments

EcoA News and Calendar

Ideas, suggestions, comments?: Survey

Slow down��' HJURZ WK�P D\ �QRW�EH�DV�GRGJ\ �D�FRQFHSW�DV�\ RX�WKLQN��DV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH

fiUVW�WLS��EHORZ � 3KRWR�FUHGLW��H[ WLQFWLRQUHEHOOLRQ�GH

7KUHH�WLSV�IRU�HQJDJLQJ�&DQDGLDQV�Z LWK

VHQVLWLYLW\ �WR�EHOLHIV�DERXW�V\ VWHP LF

FKDQJH��IDLUQHVV�DQG�WKH�FRVW�RI �OLYLQJ�

7LS�� ��%ULQJ�GHJURZ WK�LQWR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ

But be careful in doing this. For example, as shown in the highlighted

text of mock social-media post below, you might want to remind

audiences that the pandemic has shown once again how ordinary

people working together can achieve positive change, and use “we” as

your subject. You could talk about reining in consumption and

unsustainable economic activities (e.g., unlimited air travel), reducing

the amount of time at work and commuting, investing more in caring

professions and families etc.: elements that would bring our economy

more into balance with nature, towards a so-called steady-state.

Many environmental groups have viewed conversations about

degrowth as dodgy, liable to alienate supporters, but the views and
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behaviour of many Canadian supporters of environmental NGOs seem

to have changed during the pandemic and the great majority now

seem receptive to discussions about systemic change, including

degrowth. This is one of several key findings of a follow-up analysis of a

cohort of EcoA Member-Supporters first polled in the spring of 2019 by

Erick Lachapelle. The survey of 335 (drawn from the original sample

was 2,653) found that on average 87% said they would support or

strongly support “an environmental organization that emphasizes

degrowth as a major priority.” The survey conducted in December by

Marjolaine Martel-Morin, a PhD candidate at l’Université de Montréal,

with Dr. Lachapelle, also confirmed an earlier finding that supporters

fall into four general clusters (Active Radicals, Active Reformers,

Moderate Reformers and Passive Pragmatists), and that support for

degrowth is greatest among those in the first two clusters.

7DUJHW�GHP RJUDSKLFV��<RXWK��� � �� � ��DQG�Z RP HQ��� � �� � ��&DQDGD�Z LGH��Z KR

VXSSRUW�HQYLURQP HQWDO�RUJDQL] DWLRQV��DQG�WKHLU�IULHQGV�

* HQGHU��1 �$��( GXFDWLRQ�OHYHO��3RVW�VHFRQGDU\ �DQG�KLJKHU�

1 RWH��7KH�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�EHORZ�OLQNV�WKH�VRFLDO�P HGLD�WH[ W�WR�VSHFLfiF�JXLGDQFH

RffHUHG�DERYH�

7LS�� ��) RFXV�RQ�IDLUQHVV��EXWÓ

Remember that fairness means different things to different people.

) DLUQHVV is a strong strategic frame to communicate the benefits of

projects or policies for transitioning to renewable energy, even topping

HffHFWLYHQHVVas the strongest determinant of public opinion. However,

before using it, consider the diverse experiences of the community

you’re aiming to reach, to know what "fairness" actually means to

them. For example, research by Climate Outreach, an NGO based in

the United Kingdom, indicates that in targeting economically

vulnerable people we need to recognize that many do not have the

means to change their energy consumption and are already concerned

about changes that threaten their freedom and basic needs.

Messaging for these groups should align then with their perspectives

and emphasize that the responsibility for change lies with

governments, businesses and the wealthy — those with much larger

carbon footprints, power and money. New research by Dr. Louise
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Comeau also shows that the perception of fairness should a

paramount concern in engaging communities about renewable energy

projects. Ensure that the engagement process is clear, honest and

balanced; that it is championed by locally-trusted proponents who

understand the community’s particular history; and clearly articulate 

the benefits to the community. Comeau’s recent study of factors

affecting social acceptance of renewable energy projects, with focus

groups in western Canada and the Atlantic provinces, indicates that

individuals often evaluate the fairness of a policy or measure by

comparing the outcomes for oneself (or a group one belongs to) with

the outcomes for others.

Fair winds?:�) DLUQHVV�P HDQV�GLffHUHQW�WKLQJV�WR�GLffHUHQW�FRP P XQLWLHV��VR�UXUDO

UHVLGHQWV�QH[ W�WR�WKLV�Z LQG�IDUP �LQ�VRXWKHUQ�$OEHUWD�P LJKW�KDYH�YLHZ HG�WKH

GHYHORSP HQW�YHU\ �GLffHUHQWO\ �IURP �IRONV�LQ�&DOJDU\ ��3KRWR�FUHGLW��L6WRFN

7LS�� �b$ IWHU�WKH�flRRG��WDON�DERXW�FRVW�RI �LQDFWLRQ

After the next extreme weather, engage specific audiences in deeper

conversations about the true cost of tackling climate change now

and the cost of waiting (see below mock post). And try working with

other groups in a coordinated way to test different messages with

different high-leverage audiences about the false economy of not

investing now in climate-change mitigation. These include youth,

people with higher education, political centrists or liberals and those

who have experienced heat waves, floods, etc. recently, close to home:

for example, British Columbians. Recent EcoA research by Environics

and Erick Lachapelle of Université de Montreal, among others, shows

that concern about the cost of living among Canadians has soared.

Lachapelle’s research, conducted in December, also shows that,

despite a pandemic and economic concerns, Canadians' concerns

about climate change have crystallized at high levels in recent years:

44% of Canadians now say they are “very concerned” about climate

change, a ten point increase over 2015. And among British Columbians,

23% now believe climate change will harm them personally “a great

deal”, 14 points higher than in 2015. Lachapelle’s survey reveals, as

well, a steady increase in those who “strongly agree” with the

statement “If we don’t act now, climate change is going to cost a lot

more later”, from about 60% in 2019 to 68% from 2021. 1 RWH��( FR$ÌV

QDWLRQDO�RP QLEXV�VXUYH\ ��WR�EH�fiHOGHG�QH[ W�ZHHN��LQFOXGHV�IUDP LQJ

TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�FRVWV�RI�LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�FOLP DWH�FKDQJH��RU�ZDLWLQJ��VR�VWD\

WXQHG�IRU�P RUH�RQ�WKLV�ODWHU�LQ�WKH�P RQWK.

Target demographics of post: Canadian youth,18–34, those with

centrist or liberal political views, and British Columbians.  

Gender: N/A;

Education level: Post-secondary and higher
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1 RWH��7KH�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�EHORZ�OLQNV�WKH�VRFLDO�P HGLD�WH[ W�WR�VSHFLfiF�JXLGDQFH

RffHUHG�DERYH�

2 WKHU�UHVHDUFK
/ DFN�RI �GLYHUVLW\ �LQ�QDWXUH�LP DJHU\ ��$�UHFHQW�UHSRUW�E\ �&OLP DWH�2 XWUHDFK

DQG�1 DWXUDO�( QJODQG�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�HQYLURQP HQWDO�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�8 . �DUH�QRW

FRQQHFWLQJ�Z LWK�QHZ �DXGLHQFHV�EHFDXVH�WKH\ �XVH�SKRWRV�DQG�RWKHU�YLVXDO

FRQWHQW�WKDW�VXJJHVW��P RUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW��WKDW�ÏQDWXUH�LV�IRU�Z KLWH�SHRSOH�Ð

7KH�UHSRUW�LQFOXGHV�LQWHUYLHZ V�Z LWK�GLYHUVH�LQflXHQFHUV�RI�GLVFXVVLRQV�DERXW

WKH�RXWGRRUV��SURYLGLQJ�VL[ �SUDFWLFDO�SULQFLSOHV�IRU�fiQGLQJ��GHYHORSLQJ�DQG

XVLQJ�HWKQLFDOO\ ��JHRJUDSKLFDOO\ �DQG�VRFLDOO\ �GLYHUVH�QDWXUH�YLVXDOV�

7UXVW�LVVXHV��1 HZ �VXUYH\ V�HFKR�( FR$�UHVHDUFK��1 RY��' HF���LQGLFDWLQJ�Z H�DUH

OHVV�WUXVWLQJ��/ HJHU�fiQGV�WKDW�\ RXWK�KDYH�OLWWOH�WUXVW�LQ�ODUJH�FRUSRUDWLRQV

�H[ FHSW�EDQNV���P DLQVWUHDP �P HGLD��SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DQG�JRYHUQP HQW��%DQNV

DQG�WKH�SROLFH�Z HUH�WKH�RQO\ �LQVWLWXWLRQV�HQMR\ LQJ�WKH�WUXVW�RI�P RUH�WKDQ

� � � ��<RXQJHU�&DQDGLDQV�DOVR�KDYH�D�GLVP DO�YLHZ �RI�WKH�IXWXUH��HFRQRP LF�

VRFLDO��HQYLURQP HQWDO��VKRUW��DQG�ORQJ�WHUP ��$Q�,SVRV�SROO��P HDQZ KLOH��fiQGV

MXVW�� � � �IHHO�WKDW�RWKHU�SHRSOH�FDQ�EH�WUXVWHG��FORVH�WR�WKH�JOREDO�P HGLDQ�

$QG�WUXVW�LQ�JRYHUQP HQWV�KDV�GURSSHG�WR�� � � ��IURP �� � � �ODVW�\ HDU�b

* URZ LQJ�DSSHWLWH�WR�P HHW�FOLP DWH�FRP P LWP HQWV��0 RUH�WKDQ�� � � �RI

WKRVH�VXUYH\ HG�LQ�D�1 DQRV�VXUYH\ �ODVW�P RQWK�VXSSRUW�&DQDGD�P HHWLQJ�LWV

FOLP DWH�FRP P LWP HQWV�GHVSLWH�JURZ LQJ�HQHUJ\ �FRVWV��XS�IURP �� � � �LQ�0 DUFK

� � � � ��+ DOI�RI�WKRVH�VXUYH\ HG�EHOLHYH�QRZ �LV�WKH�WLP H�IRU�&DQDGD�WR�EH

DP ELWLRXV�LQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�FOLP DWH�FKDQJH��( FRQRP LF�FRQFHUQV�RYHU�SDQGHP LF

UHFRYHU\ �DUH�P RVW�RIWHQ�FLWHG�DV�UHDVRQV�WR�GHOD\ �FOLP DWH�DFWLRQ�
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Deep canvassers:�9ROXQWHHUV�DQG�VWDff�Z LWK�: HVW�. RRWHQD\ �( FR6RFLHW\ ��D�QHZ �( FR$

6XEVFULEHU��KDYH�KDG�VXFFHVV�WHVWLQJ�QRYHO�P HWKRGV�RI�HQJDJLQJ�FRQVHUYDWLYH�P LQGHG

&DQDGLDQV�LQ�FOLP DWH�DGYRFDF\ ��3KRWR�FUHGLW��' LOORQ�. \ GG

( FR$ �1 HZ V
: HOFRP H�WR�WKH�. RRWHQD\ V�b: HVW�. RRWHQD\ �( FR6RFLHW\ ��D�QHZ �6XEVFULEHU�

EDVHG�LQ�1 HOVRQ��%&��LV�D�SLRQHHU�RI�VRP HWKLQJ�NQRZ Q�DV�GHHS�FDQYDVVLQJ�

EXLOGLQJ�VXSSRUW�IRU�FOLP DWH�DFWLRQ�LQ�FRP P XQLWLHV�WKDW�GHSHQG�RQ�KHDY\

LQGXVWU\ ��7KLV�XVHV�ORFDOV�Z KR�DUH�DGHSW�DW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKHLU�RZ Q

H[ SHULHQFHV�DQG�FRP IRUWDEOH�VSHDNLQJ�Z LWK�Z RUNHUV��UHWLUHHV�DQG�RWKHUV

Z KR�P D\ �EH�KRVWLOH�WRZ DUGV�HQYLURQP HQWDOLVWV��' RRUVWHS�DQG�RQOLQH

FRQYHUVDWLRQV�WKHQ�P RYH�VHQVLWLYHO\ �WR�GHHS�VHHGHG�FRQFHUQV�DQG�ELDVHV�

KHOSLQJ�SHRSOH�UHVROYH�LQWHUQDO�FRQflLFW�DQG�VKLIW�WRZ DUGV�VXSSRUWLQJ

FOLP DWH�DFWLRQ��� : HÍUH�ORRNLQJ�IRUZ DUG�WR�Z RUNLQJ�Z LWK�WKH�( FR$QDO\ WLFV

FRP P XQLW\ �WR�OHDUQ�P RUH�DERXW�HffHFWLYH�ODQJXDJH�IRU�HQWU\ �SRLQWV�LQWR

WKHVH�UHDO�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�� �VD\ V�( [ HFXWLYH�' LUHFWRU�0 RQWDQD�%XUJHVV�

. DWH�H[ SHFWDWLRQV��. DWH�0 F0 DKRQ��( FR$ÍV�QHZ �3URMHFW�0 DQDJHU��EHJDQ

Z RUN�LQ�WKH�fiQDO�GD\ V�RI�0 DUFK��EULQJLQJ�WR�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�H[ SHUWLVH�LQ�SURMHFW

P DQDJHP HQW��LQWHUSUHWLYH�SODQQLQJ��FRP P XQLW\ �HQJDJHP HQW�DQG

FRP P XQLFDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�QDWXUDO�KHULWDJH�VHFWRU�LQ�%&��&DQDGD

DQG�WKH�8 6��Ï,�DP �VR�SOHDVHG�WR�EH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�WHDP �Ð�VKH�VD\ V��Ï) URP �Z KDW�,

KHDU��( FR$QDO\ WLFV�WKURZ V�WKH�EHVW�=RRP WLQL�SDUWLHV��FKHHUV�Ð

0 HHWLQJ�DW�ODVW���0 HP EHUV�DQG�5HVHDUFKHUV�Z LOO�P HHW�LQ�SHUVRQÊEDUULQJ

DQRWKHU�VSLNH�LQ�WKH�SDQGHP LFÊIRU�WZ R�GD\ V�DW�7RURQWRÍV�&HQWUH�IRU�6RFLDO

,QQRYDWLRQ��: HG��6HSW��� � WK�DQG�7KXUV��6HSW��� � WK��( [ SHFW�D�SDFNHG�DJHQGD�

UHYLHZ LQJ�UHVHDUFK��GHYHORSLQJ�QHZ �WRROV�IRU�NQRZ OHGJH�WUDQVODWLRQ�

SODQQLQJ�IRU�WKH�FRP LQJ�\ HDUÊDQG�VRFLDOL] LQJ��( FR$�Z LOO�FRYHU�WKH�FRVW�RI

UHWXUQ�DLU��DQG�WUDLQ�IDUHV�DV�Z HOO�DV�DFFRP P RGDWLRQ��DV�DSSURSULDWH�b

1 H[ W�EXV��( QYLURQLFVÍ�6DUDK�5REHUWRQ�Z LOO�SUHVHQW�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�RXU�ODWHVW

QDWLRQDO�RP QLEXV�VXUYH\ ��E\ �WKH�Z HHN�RI�$SU��� � WK��$P RQJ�RWKHU�LVVXHV�WKH

VXUYH\ �WHVWV�IUDP HV�IRU�WDONLQJ�DERXW�FRVWV�RI�FOLP DWH�DFWLRQ��DQG�LQDFWLRQ�

DQG�WKH�P HULWV�RI�UDSLG�WUDQVIRUP DWLYH�DFWLRQ�RQ�FOLP DWH�FKDQJH�

&DOHQGDU
$SULO

� � ��Z HHN�RIb%HJLQ�SODQQLQJ�VSULQJ�VXP P HU�URXQG�RI�UHVHDUFK��GHWDLOV�7%$�

� � ��Z HHN�RIb( QYLURQLFV�SUHVHQWV�UHVXOWV�RI�( FR$�QDWLRQDO�RP QLEXV�VXUYH\ �

0 D\

� � ��Z HHN�RIb0 HP EHUV�DJUHH�RQ�SODQ�IRU�QH[ W�URXQG�RI�( FR$�UHVHDUFK�

-XQH

� b( FR$�7LSV�� � � �VKDUHG�Z LWK�0 HP EHUV�DQG�6XEVFULEHUV�

� � ��Z HHN�RIbUHVHDUFKHUV�EHJLQ�6SULQJ�6XP P HU�UHVHDUFK�
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6HSWHP EHU

� � Ê� � ��$QQXDO�P HHWLQJ�RI�0 HP EHUV��&HQWUH�IRU�6RFLDO�,QQRYDWLRQ��7RURQWR�

3OHDVH�WHOO�XV�Z KDW�\ RX�OLNH���
$QG�KRZ �WKLV�QHZ VOHWWHU�FRXOG�Z RUN�KDUGHU�IRU�\ RX��FRP SOHWH�WKLV�VXUYH\ �

( FR$QDO\ WLFV�LV�D�SURMHFW�RI �0 DNH: D\

&RS\ ULJKW�k �� � � � �( FR$QDO\ WLFV�5HVHDUFK�,QLWLDWLYH��0 DNHZD\ �&KDULWDEOH�6RFLHW\ ��$OO�ULJKWV�UHVHUYHG�

: DV�WKLV�IRUZ DUGHG�WR�\ RX"  https://ecoanalyticscanada.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?

u=2415568a298f8994a7b0ae8b4&id=a0f0b9a2da

You can unsubscribe from this list at any time.
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