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EcoA Tips

Notes & news from EcoAnalytics Research

Welcome to EcoA Tips #9, blossoms of knowledge to communicate for
stronger environmental action. What you'll find below:

Three communications tips:
- Tip 1: Degrowth

- Tip 2: Fairness

- Tip 3: Costs

*Tips 1 and 3 are accompanied by mock social posts - something
you've liked in recent issues. Still useful?

Other research

- Lack of diversity in nature imagery

- Trust issues

- Growing appetite to meet climate commitments

EcoA News and Calendar
Ideas, suggestions, comments?: Survey

Slow down ' HILRZW P D\ QRWEH DV GRGJ\ D FRQFHSWDV\ RX WIQN DV UHYHD®IG 1Q WKH
EUMIAS EHBRZ  3KRWR FHAWH WORRQUHEHTRQ GH

7KUHH ISV | RUHQIDILQJ &DQDGIDQV Z VK
VHOVMIYIW VR EH@HI V DERXVW WP LF
FKDQJH | DLLOHW DQG VKH FRWARI QYLQJ

7S %1QJ GHIWRZ VK LOVR VIKH GIMFXWIRQ

But be careful in doing this. For example, as shown in the highlighted
text of mock social-media post below, you might want to remind
audiences that the pandemic has shown once again how ordinary
people working together can achieve positive change, and use “we" as
your subject. You could talk about reining in consumption and
unsustainable economic activities (e.g., unlimited air travel), reducing
the amount of time at work and commuting, investing more in caring
professions and families etc.: elements that would bring our economy
more into balance with nature, towards a so-called steady-state.
Many environmental groups have viewed conversations about
degrowth as dodgy, liable to alienate supporters, but the views and
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seem receptive to discussions about systemic change, including
degrowth. This is one of several key findings of a follow-up analysis of a
cohort of ECoOA Member-Supporters first polled in the spring of 2019 by
Erick Lachapelle. The survey of 335 (drawn from the original sample
was 2,653) found that on average 87% said they would support or
strongly support “an environmental organization that emphasizes
degrowth as a major priority.” The survey conducted in December by
Marjolaine Martel-Morin, a PhD candidate at I'Université de Montréal,
with Dr. Lachapelle, also confirmed an earlier finding that supporters
fall into four general clusters (Active Radicals, Active Reformers,
Moderate Reformers and Passive Pragmatists), and that support for
degrowth is greatest among those in the first two clusters.

7DUHWGHP RIWDSKLFV <RXW DQGZRP HQ &DQDGD Z1GH ZKR
VXSSRUNHOYILRQP. HQWCRWI DQL DARQY DQG WHUIUHQGY

*HQGHU L $ ( GXFDVMRQ GIYHO3RWWHFRQGDU DQG KLIKHU

1 RM 7KHKLIKQIKWY EHBZ GNYWHVRADCP HAD M WR \SHAEF JXIGDGRH
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We can do this, Canada!: Work fewer hours, reduce our material
consumption and steady our economy, bringing it into balance with
nature in ways that slow climate change, limit loss of biodiversity and
give our children hope. It took a pandemic to remind us, perhaps, but,
together, we can achieve almost anything. Find out more about the

benefits of degrowth, here.

NGOWEBSITE.ORG

Not all economic growth is good Learn more
Find out more about the benefits of degrowth
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Remember that fairness means different things to different people.

) DIWHWis a strong strategic frame to communicate the benefits of
projects or policies for transitioning to renewable energy, even topping
HeHARHOHW as the strongest determinant of public opinion. However,
before using it, consider the diverse experiences of the community
you're aiming to reach, to know what "fairness" actually means to
them. For example, research by Climate Outreach, an NGO based in
the United Kingdom, indicates that in targeting economically
vulnerable people we need to recognize that many do not have the
means to change their energy consumption and are already concerned
about changes that threaten their freedom and basic needs.
Messaging for these groups should align then with their perspectives
and emphasize that the responsibility for change lies with
governments, businesses and the wealthy — those with much larger
carbon footprints, power and money. New research by Dr. Louise
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https://us1.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=2415568a298f8994a7b0ae8b4&id=a0f0b9a2da
javascript:;

NTZIWL THZ @A\ LZ

PErarmuaiic CUnic i ngag g sueninndiitic S auuac s s vvane e r g y
projects. Ensure that the engagement process is clear, honest and
balanced; that it is championed by locally-trusted proponents who
understand the community’s particular history; and clearly articulate
the benefits to the community. Comeau'’s recent study of factors
affecting social acceptance of renewable energy projects, with focus
groups in western Canada and the Atlantic provinces, indicates that
individuals often evaluate the fairness of a policy or measure by
comparing the outcomes for oneself (or a group one belongs to) with
the outcomes for others.

Fair winds?: ) DILOHW P HDQV Glé HIHOWKIQIV R Glé HHOWERP P XQUEV VR LXLDO
UMGHQW QH WR WLV Z LOG IDLP LQ VRXWHLQ $EHID P LIKVKDYH YIHZ HG \WH
GHYHEBSP HOWHU Gié HHOWD [LRP 1ROV IQ&DODY 3KRR FHAWIB\RAN

7S BIVIHUVKH € RRG VIDON DERXWFRWARI LODFVIRQ

After the next extreme weather, engage specific audiences in deeper
conversations about the true cost of tackling climate change now
and the cost of waiting (see below mock post). And try working with
other groups in a coordinated way to test different messages with
different high-leverage audiences about the false economy of not
investing now in climate-change mitigation. These include youth,
people with higher education, political centrists or liberals and those
who have experienced heat waves, floods, etc. recently, close to home:
for example, British Columbians. Recent EcoA research by Environics
and Erick Lachapelle of Université de Montreal, among others, shows
that concern about the cost of living among Canadians has soared.
Lachapelle’s research, conducted in December, also shows that,
despite a pandemic and economic concerns, Canadians' concerns
about climate change have crystallized at high levels in recent years:
44% of Canadians now say they are “very concerned” about climate
change, a ten point increase over 2015. And among British Columbians,
23% now believe climate change will harm them personally “a great
deal”, 14 points higher than in 2015. Lachapelle’s survey reveals, as
well, a steady increase in those who “strongly agree” with the
statement “If we don't act now, climate change is going to cost a lot
more later”, from about 60% in 2019 to 68% from 2021. 1 RM ( FR$IV
QDWRCDARP QEXVVKUH VR EHEHTHG QH W2 HH-N LQFOXGHV I LDP 1Q)
TXHMRQV DERXWRW R! LQYHVAY 1Q FIP DM FKDQIH RUZ DM \R WA
WQHG |RUP RIHRQ WY OWUIQ WHP ROM.

Target demographics of post: Canadian youth,18-34, those with
centrist or liberal political views, and British Columbians.

Gender: N/A;

Education level: Post-secondary and higher
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Cheaper transportation, improved health, new technologies: these
are some of the benefits we could enjoy by addressing the twin
emergencies of climate change and biodiversity loss now. Of
course, we will need to invest heavily at first and work together as a
nation with a clear plan and firm resolve. But waiting is no longer an
option, as this would only burden us, and generations to come, with
higher costs and greater harm. Learn more about what we can do,

together, now—at a very reasonable cost.

e 2l
ECOANALYTICSCANADA.ORG
The benefits of investing in solutions Learn more
to climate change and biodiversity loss now
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/ DFNRI GLYHUMW 1Q QDWXUH IP DIHU $ HFHOWHSRUAE\ &P DM 2 XWHDFK
DQG 1 DWLDQ, QIDQG VXJJHV WDWHQYILRQP HQUBQJLRXSVIQWHS . DUHQRW
FRQQHPUQ Z VK QHZ DXGIHQRHV EHFDXVH WH. XVH SKRVRV DQG RWHUYLVXDO
FROWQWAKDAXI I HWP RUH RIWIQ WDQ QRAMWDW QDWUH IV | RUZ KIW SHRS®I D
7KH UHSRUNQFOGHV LQMUYHZ V Z IV GLYHWH IQE XHQPHWY RI GIVEXWMRQV DERXW
WH RXVERRY SURYIGIQI M SUDPANFDOSUQASEN | RUEQGIQI GHYH®RSIQU DQG
XMQJ HKQIFD® JHRIUDSKIFD@® DQG VRADD GLYHWH QDVUH YIVXDYY

TUVADXHY 1 HZ VXUH VHAKR (FR$ UMHDUFK 1RY ' HF IQGIFDWQU Z HDUH
G/ WKV | HIHUB QGV WD RXW KDYH QMBI WKVALQ LI H FRUSRUDMRQY
H FHSVEDQNV P DIQWMDP P HGID SROAFDCSDUARY DQG JRYHUOP. HOWYDQNY
DQG WH SRIFH Z HH WH RQO LOMANMRQV HOWR\ 1QU WHWKVARI P RUH WDQ
<RXQUHU&DQDGIDQV DOR KDYH D GIVP DOVHZ Rl WH IXVWUH HFRQRP IE
VRADOHQYILRQP HQWEOVKRUVDQG ®QJ WP $Q,SVRV SROP HDQZ KB 6QGV
MW [HHOMDWRWHUSHRS®! FDQ EHWKVMG FBVH VR WH J@EDCP HGIDQ
$QG WKWIQ JRYHUDP HQW KDV GLRSSHG \R ILRP WY HDUD

* (RZ LQJ DSSHVIMA VR P HHWFQP DV FRP P VP HQW 0 RIHWDQ R

WRVH VXUYH HG LQ D 1 DORVVXUYH, @VAP R VXSSRUARDQDGD P HHWQJ W

FIP DW FRP P IW? HQW GHVSIW JURZ LQJ HQHUW\ FRW XS [URP Q0 DUK
+DORI WRVH VXUMH HG EHTHYH QRZ. IV WH WP H IRU&DQDGD VR EH

DP EMRXV1Q DGGUHWQU FIP DWW FKDQIH ( FRQRP [E FRQFHUQV RYHUSDQGHP IF

UHFRYHU DUH P RWARIWAQ FVG DV UHDVRQV\R GHD\ FIP DWW DRARQ


https://climateoutreach.org/reports/england-nature-visuals/
https://leger360.com/surveys/millennials-and-gen-z-fear-the-future/
https://www.ipsos.com/en-ca/news-polls/only-one-third-of-Canadians-believe-most-people-can-be-trusted
https://nanos.co/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-2084-Positive-Energy-Feb-Populated-Report-Updated-with-Tabs.pdf
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Deep canvassers: SRXQWHY DQGWE Z IW : HW RRWIQD\ ( FRERAHW DQHZ (FR$
B6XEVFUEHU KDYH KDG VXFFHW WAMAQJ QRYHCP HMRGV Rl HQIDILIQJ FRQWHUYDWYH P LQGHG
&DQDGDQVIQ FIP DM DGYRFDR  3KRR RHAW L@XQ. \ GG

(FR$ 1HZV

: HORP HVRVKH. RRWAQD\ Vb _HVW RRWQD, ( FR6RAHW D QHZ 6XEVFUEHU
EDVHGIQ 1 HORQ %& 1D SIRQHHURI VRP HWIQJ NQRZ Q DV GHHS FDOYDWIQU
EXIGIQ) VXSSRUNRUFTP DWW DPARQLQ FRP P XQIMHY WDWGHSHQG RQ KHDY
IQGXVIML - 7KLY XVHV GRFDY Z KR DUH DGHSWDWOLQ) DERXWIKHURZ Q

H SHUHQFHV DQG FRP | RWZE® VSHDNIQU Z W Z RINHLY UHMLHHY DQG RWHLY
ZKRP D EHKRWG! VRZ DBV HOMLRQP HOBOMWV ' RRUAMS DQG RQIH
FROQYHU/DARQVWHQ P RYH VHOUMYHD VR GHHS VHHGHG FRQFHUQV DQG ELDVHY
KHSIQI SHRS®! UHVROH LOWILQDAFRQE IFDQG VKLUVIRZ DUGV VXSSRUAM)

FIP DMDPARQ : HLH ®RNQJ IR DUG VR Z RINQU Z W WH ( FRS QDOWEY
FRP P XQW \R BDLQ P RUH DERXWHE HAWYH @QIXDIH IRUHQAN SRIQW IQR
WHVH UHDGFRQYHUDARQY VDA V([ HEXWYH' LUHRVRUO RQVBQD 95X HW

. DWW H SHAVDVIRQV . DIMO FO DKRQ ( FR$VQHZ 3URMIPND DQDIHU EHIDQ

Z RINIQWH éQDOGD VRI 0 DUFK EUQILQ) VR WH SRUMRQ H SHUAVH LQ SURMFW
P DQDIHP HQWIQWMUSUAWYH SOQQIQUI FRP P XQIW HQIDIHP HWDQG

FRP P XQIFDMRQV 1Q WH FXOXUDCDQG QDVXUDCKHUMR H VHAVRULQ %48 &DQDGD
DQGWHS6 1, DP VR SBDVHG VR EH MRIQIQ) WHWDP DVKHVDV 1) (RP Z KDW
KHDU ( FR$ QDOWEY WURZ \/WH EHVAERRP WOLSDUAHY FKHHWY D

0 HHVIQJ DWWV 0 HP EHLY DQG 5 HVHDURKHWYY Z I@P HHWQ SHWVRQEEDULIQ)
DQRWHUVSINH 1Q WH SDQGHP IFEIRUVE R GD\ V DAWTRUIRQRIV &HQAH | RUBRADO
,QORYDURQ : HG 6HSW W DQG 7KXW/ 6HSW W ([ SHPWD SDFRNHG DIHQGD
UHYIHZ 1Q) UHVHDURK. GHYHBRSIQI QHZ VRRE | RUNQRZ BIGI H WDQVDMRQ
SOQQIQI |RUWH FRP 1QJ \ HDUEDQG VRADA IQ) ( FR$ Z I@FRYHUWH FRWRI
UHVLQ DIU DQG WDIQ | DLHV DV Z HGDV DFFRP P RGDARQ DV DSSWRSUDWM b

1 H VEXV ( QYILRQIFVi 6DLDK 5 REHURQ Z LOBUHVHWKH UHVXOV RI RXUTWAMN
QDMRQDCRP QEXV\WXUH E\ WHZ HANRI $SU W $P RQJ RWHULWXHY WH
VXUMH WAV 1 LDP HY [ RUVEGLQ) DERXVWFRVW RI FTP D DRARQ DQG LQDPURQ
DQG WH P HUWRI WDSIG WDQV RWP DAYH DPARQ RQ FIP DWW FKDQIH

&DBIQGDU
$SUO
Z HHN RI/4HI1Q S@QQQI VSUQI VXP P HULRXQG RI LHMHDURK GHVRALY 7%

Z HHN RI i QVLRQIEY SUIHVHOW LHVXGV RI ( FR$ QDWRQDCRP QLEEXV VXUYH

0D\
Z HHN RID HP EHWY DI UHH RQ S@Q I RUQH WIRXQG RI ( FR$ IHVHDUK

-XOQH
{FR$ 7SV WKDUHG Z IW 0 HP EHWV DQG 6 XEVFUEHWY/
Z HAN RIBHVHDURKHY EHILQ 6SUQJ 6XP P HULHVHDURK
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3 GIDVH VH@XV Z KDW RX ONH

$QGKRZ WLV QHZ VBMWHAUFRX@ Z RUIN KDUGHUIRU\ RX FRP SGMA WLV VXUYH

(FR$QDOWFVLY D SLRWFARI 0 DNH: D\

&RS\ WIKVK ( FREQDOWEY 5HHDURK , QUDWYH 0 DNHZ D\ &KDUMBE®I6RAHNV $QUIKW IHWHXYHG

: DVVKLVIRW DUGHG VR\ RX" https://ecoanalyticscanada.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?
u=2415568a298f8994a7b0ae8b4&id=a0f0b9a2da
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